DISCIPLESHIP: MATURING!
A CHURCH BUILDER!
The scriptures tell us there is only one foundation that the Church can be built on, and that is Jesus Christ, the Word of God. (1Cor.3:10-11) 

Now as there is only one foundation, it follows there is only one Church because it's impossible to have two buildings on one foundation. That Church is made up of all those who believe God's Word, as shown to us in Jesus Christ, and this belief must be without any additions or subtractions from the scriptures.
That Church and that Church only, is the one we have been called to build up, or edify, and within the scriptures it is likened to a building, or a human body.  Remembering the above text, (1Cor.3:10-11), and adding Eph.2:19-20, we are left in no doubt where we are to find the ingredients to make up the concrete for the foundations of the church.
These ingredients are spelled out in detail in Heb.6:l-2, and remembering that we are warned in 1Cor.3:ll to 'lay no other foundation’, we see that any church group which is built on anything other than the PURE WORD cannot bring the true, pure gospel of salvation, as shown in Acts 4:12.
Church history shows us that even when the proper foundation is laid, if the preparatory work has not been carried out according to the specifications laid down in the Word; which tells us the foundations must be dug deep, to solid ground, the solid Rock of the Word; or if any loose soil or clay is left, then the foundation, even with the right ingredients, will be weakened and the structure will not be able to stand under extreme pressure. 

It will fragment, breaking the structure that is on it into little pieces, and we can see that so clearly in the fragmentation of the church into denominational groups, and the ever increasing fragmentation of these same groups.

The loose soil and clay represent the shifting, changing and expanding beliefs and teachings of man; i.e. the leaven of man's thinking; added to the Word. (Jer.6:14, Matt.7:24-27, 1Cor.10:1-4), and remember 1Cor.3:10-11.
As the concrete for any foundation must be reinforced and strengthened with the right steel placed deep within, so the concrete of the Word has to be reinforced with the might (steel) of the Spirit of the Word, AND BY NO OTHER SPIRIT, otherwise the foundation will be weakened. (Eph.3:14-16, 1Jh.4:1, 2Cor.3:5-6 & 4:16, Eph.6:10)
The building or temple of God is seen, within the Word, in two different ways; 

FIRSTLY, our bodies are individually regarded as temples of the Holy Spirit. (1Cor.6:19) 

SECONDLY, we are regarded collectively as THE temple of God. (Eph.2:21-22, 1Pet.2:4-5)  

Because of these two things, it is essential that (A), we have the correct foundation properly laid in our own lives, and that (B), we recognise the absolute importance of being sure that the same is true of those we count as brothers and sisters. Otherwise, collectively, as THE temple, we are building on a weakened foundation, and so the whole structure we're involved in building could be in danger of collapsing, bringing us down with it. (Col.2:16-19, 2Cor.6:14-16)

In the building of Solomon's temple the stones had to be prepared in the quarry, not on the temple site, and we, as the 'living stones' of 1Pet.2:4-5, need a great deal of chiseling, chipping, cutting and polishing, before we can be properly fitted into the temple of God, without irritation to others, without rubbing them up the wrong way. (1Kings 6:7) 

This work of preparation is, in part, carried out in our ordinary everyday lives by the people and circumstances that our God brings, or allows, to cross, our paths. (Pro.27:17)
While, in the natural, we’re shaped and changed by the people and circumstances we meet, nevertheless, in the spiritual, the work of God, which has to be done in us, can only be carried out by the Holy Spirit. Sometimes he does this directly, more often though, it's through his Spirit empowered people. (Eph.3:14:21, Rom.8:13 & 5:5, 2Cor.3:18, Ex.31:l-6)

This world is the quarry, heaven is the build​ing site, as is clearly shown in Rev.21:9-10, where the church, the city of God, is seen as coming down from heaven at the end of the age. (Rev.21:22) Only then can it be clearly seen by those on earth. All that can be seen now by the natural man is the shambles of the quarry. (1Cor.2:14)
For now, the church functions on this earth in a form not discernable to the natural man, but in a form that can only be discerned clearly by the spiritual man. And just as a building site appears to be an absolute shambles to the untrained eye, which has not seen the finished model, so too, those who have not seen Jesus, God's perfect model, cannot make sense out of the shambles they now see. (1Cor.2:6-16 & 3:19-20)
The church is also compared to a human body (1Cor.l2:27), and like a body, it’s made up of many parts, all of which are so necessary for it to function properly and grow to maturity. (Rom.12:4-8, 1Cor.12:12-27, 1Pet.4:10-11)
Just as for a human body to function 100%, it is necessary for it to be in perfect health and condition. So too with the spiritual body; each part, right down to the smallest, the apparently most insignificant, must be working properly, for the whole body to grow as it should. (Eph.4:11-16 & 4:1-3)
Finally, two things of the utmost importance which we need to remember in the work of building God's temple: 
A) Unless the Lord is the 'Builder', everything we do is in vain, because he alone knows the time of completion, and it is he, not us, who has the final approved plan in heaven. (Ps.l27:1, Heb.11:8-10, Matt.24:36, Heb.8:5 & 9:23-24)  
B), We need to be extremely careful of our choice of materials for building, or our work may be destroyed in the final testing, as has happened many times. (1Cor.3:10-15)
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